
Source Activity 

Peterloo Handkerchief 



To analyse a source it is important to remember the NOP structure:  
 

N = Nature - What kind of source is it? 
O = Origin - When was the source made? By whom? 
P = Purpose - Why was the source made? 

 
Using this structure have a go at analysing the following sources.  

 

SOURCE ANALYSIS 



The Peterloo Massacre - background 

Teacher Notes: Explore the story of Peterloo by clicking 
on the image to access the Peterloo1819 website. 

In 1819 around 2% of the UK 
population had the right to vote 
and Manchester did not have its 
own Member of Parliament (MP).  

A meeting was organised for        
16 August at St Peter’s Field in 
Manchester. The meeting was to 
discuss the need to change the 
law and allow working men the 
right to vote. 

 

© Polyp Schlunke Poole, Peterloo - Witness to a massacre, 2019 

https://peterloo1819.co.uk/interactive/the-hustings/10-00/


Look at your copy of the 
source and describe:  
 
• What can you see?  
 
• What do you think is 

happening? 

Source: Peterloo Handkerchief 

Peterloo commemorative handkerchief, around 1819 © People's History Museum 



• What is the nature? 

• What is the purpose? 

• What is the origin? 

Source: Peterloo Handkerchief 
Using the NOP structure analyse the following source: 

Peterloo commemorative handkerchief, 

around 1819 © People's History Museum 



• Do you think the source was accurate?  

 

• Is the source useful?  

 

• What are the limitations of the source?  

 

• What other sources could you use to verify it? 

Further questions: 

Teacher Notes: Is it useful to a historian 
trying to research the Peterloo massacre? 



Source Activity 

Manchester Heroes cartoon 



To analyse a source it is important to remember the NOP structure:  
 

N = Nature - What kind of source is it? 
O = Origin - When was the source made? By whom? 
P = Purpose - Why was the source made? 

 
Using this structure have a go at analysing the following sources.  

 

SOURCE ANALYSIS 



The Peterloo Massacre - background 

Teacher Notes: Explore the story of Peterloo by clicking 
on the image to access the Peterloo1819 website. 

In 1819 around 2% of the UK 
population had the right to vote 
and Manchester did not have its 
own Member of Parliament (MP).  

A meeting was organised for        
16 August at St Peter’s Field in 
Manchester. The meeting was to 
discuss the need to change the 
law and allow working men the 
right to vote. 

 

© Polyp Schlunke Poole, Peterloo - Witness to a massacre, 2019 

https://peterloo1819.co.uk/interactive/the-hustings/10-00/


Look at your copy of the 
source and describe:  
 
• What can you see?  
 
• What do you think is 

happening? 

Source: MANCHESTER HEROES CARTOON 

Manchester Heroes print, by George Cruikshank, September 1819 © People's History Museum 



• What is the nature? 

• What is the purpose? 

• What is the origin? 

Source: MANCHESTER HEROES CARTOON 
Using the NOP structure analyse the following source: 

Manchester Heroes print, by George Cruikshank, 

September 1819 © People's History Museum 



• Do you think the source was accurate?  

 

• Is the source useful?  

 

• What are the limitations of the source?  

 

• What other sources could you use to verify it? 

Further questions: 

Teacher Notes: Is it useful to a historian 
trying to research the Peterloo massacre? 



Source Activity 

The Belle Alliance cartoon 



To analyse a source it is important to remember the NOP structure:  
 

N = Nature - What kind of source is it? 
O = Origin - When was the source made? By whom? 
P = Purpose - Why was the source made? 

 
Using this structure have a go at analysing the following sources.  

 

SOURCE ANALYSIS 



The Peterloo Massacre - background 

Teacher Notes: Explore the story of Peterloo by clicking 
on the image to access the Peterloo1819 website. 

In 1819 around 2% of the UK 
population had the right to vote 
and Manchester did not have its 
own Member of Parliament (MP).  

A meeting was organised for        
16 August at St Peter’s Field in 
Manchester. The meeting was to 
discuss the need to change the 
law and allow working men the 
right to vote. 

 

© Polyp Schlunke Poole, Peterloo - Witness to a massacre, 2019 

https://peterloo1819.co.uk/interactive/the-hustings/10-00/


Look at your copy of the 
source and describe:  
 
• What can you see?  
 
• What do you think is 

happening? 

Source: the belle alliance CARTOON 

The Belle-alliance or the Female Reformers of Blackburn!!! print, 1819 © People's History Museum 



• What is the nature? 

• What is the purpose? 

• What is the origin? 

Source: the belle alliance CARTOON 
Using the NOP structure analyse the following source: 

The Belle-alliance or the Female Reformers of Blackburn!!! 

print, 1819 © People's History Museum 



• Do you think the source was accurate?  

 

• Is the source useful?  

 

• What are the limitations of the source?  

 

• What other sources could you use to verify it? 

Further questions: 

Teacher Notes: Is it useful to a historian 
trying to research the Peterloo massacre? 



Source Activity 

Witness to a Massacre graphic novel 



To analyse a source it is important to remember the NOP structure:  
 

N = Nature - What kind of source is it? 
O = Origin - When was the source made? By whom? 
P = Purpose - Why was the source made? 

 
Using this structure have a go at analysing the following sources.  

 

SOURCE ANALYSIS 



In 1819 around 2% of the UK 
population had the right to vote 
and Manchester did not have its 
own Member of Parliament (MP).  

A meeting was organised for        
16 August at St Peter’s Field in 
Manchester. The meeting was to 
discuss the need to change the 
law and allow working men the 
right to vote. 

 

The Peterloo Massacre - background 

Teacher Notes: Explore the story of Peterloo by clicking 
on the image to access the Peterloo1819 website. 

© Polyp Schlunke Poole, Peterloo - Witness to a massacre, 2019 

https://peterloo1819.co.uk/interactive/the-hustings/10-00/


Look at your copy of the 
source and describe:  
 
• What can you see?  
 
• What do you think is 

happening? 

Source: WITNESS TO A MASSACRE 

© Polyp Schlunke Poole, Peterloo - Witness to a massacre, 2019 



• What is the nature? 

• What is the purpose? 

• What is the origin? 

Source: WITNESS TO A MASSACRE 
Using the NOP structure analyse the following source: 

© Polyp Schlunke Poole, Peterloo - Witness to a massacre, 2019 



• Do you think the source was accurate?  

 

• Is the source useful?  

 

• What are the limitations of the source?  

 

• What other sources could you use to verify it? 

Further questions: 

Teacher Notes: Is it useful to a historian 
trying to research the Peterloo massacre? 



Source Activity 

Axel Void’s Peterloo. Mural 



To analyse a source it is important to remember the NOP structure:  
 

N = Nature - What kind of source is it? 
O = Origin - When was the source made? By whom? 
P = Purpose - Why was the source made? 

 
Using this structure have a go at analysing the following sources.  

 

SOURCE ANALYSIS 



The Peterloo Massacre - background 

Teacher Notes: Explore the story of Peterloo by clicking 
on the image to access the Peterloo1819 website. 

In 1819 around 2% of the UK 
population had the right to vote 
and Manchester did not have its 
own Member of Parliament (MP).  

A meeting was organised for        
16 August at St Peter’s Field in 
Manchester. The meeting was to 
discuss the need to change the 
law and allow working men the 
right to vote. 

 

© Polyp Schlunke Poole, Peterloo - Witness to a massacre, 2019 

https://peterloo1819.co.uk/interactive/the-hustings/10-00/


Look at your copy of the 
source and describe:  
 
• What can you see?  
 
• What do you think is 

happening? 

Source: AXEL VOID’S PETERLOO. MURAL 

Axel Void, Peterloo. mural, 2018 © People's History Museum 



• What is the nature? 

• What is the purpose? 

• What is the origin? 

Source: AXEL VOID’S PETERLOO. MURAL 
Using the NOP structure analyse the following source: 

Axel Void, Peterloo. mural, 2018 © People's History Museum 



• Do you think the source was accurate?  

 

• Is the source useful?  

 

• What are the limitations of the source?  

 

• What other sources could you use to verify it? 

Further questions: 

Teacher Notes: Is it useful to a historian 
trying to research the Peterloo massacre? 



This learning programme for young people has been created by Manchester Histories and People’s History Museum.  
The programme is supported by The National Lottery Heritage Fund, Historic England and UK Parliament Education 

and has been co-designed with The Politics Project. 




