
Seek refuge  



Learning Objectives  

•  To look at some of the reasons behind why different 
people have had to cross borders and leave their homes. 

•  To learn about young campaigners who have tried to 
support refugees and reflect on their tactics and aims 

•  To assess what makes a campaign successful. 



Source - statista  
www.statista.com/chart/13514/nearly-13-million-syrians-are-displaced/ 

http://www.statista.com/chart/13514/nearly-13-million-syrians-are-displaced/


Film Link:
www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jul/25/swedish-student-
plane-protest-stops-mans-deportation-afghanistan

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jul/25/swedish-student-plane-protest-stops-mans-deportation-afghanistan
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jul/25/swedish-student-plane-protest-stops-mans-deportation-afghanistan
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jul/25/swedish-student-plane-protest-stops-mans-deportation-afghanistan
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jul/25/swedish-student-plane-protest-stops-mans-deportation-afghanistan


About: STAR is a network of student 
groups, founded in 1994, which today has 
over 27,000 members at 46 different 
universities and colleges in the UK. Their 
members volunteer to support refugees, 
campaign for better treatment of people 
who cross borders, and educate others 
about the hardships many refugees and 
asylum seekers face. 
 
Activities: STAR supporters run English 
Conversation Clubs, where students and 
refugees talk- this helps people learn 
English, and make new friends in the UK. 
STAR campaigns for students who have 
come other countries to have the same 
rights to access education as people born 
in the UK. STAR runs homework clubs, 
where university students can help share 
their skills and knowledge with refugees 
and asylum seekers who are at school.  



•  What do you think is valuable about this campaign and 
the activities that they do? 

•  Do you think young people would be welcome in this 
campaign? How could you take part? 

•  Is it important that young people are involved in this 
campaign or not? 

 

discussion questions 



•  Sri Lanka: Independence in 1948 

•  2 main ethnic groups- Sinhalese and Tamils 

•  Tamils faced discrimination from the larger 
group of Sinhalese.  

•  Many Tamils sought independence and a 
separate state. 

•  Civil War 1983-2009 

context 

commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sri_Lanka_Ethnic_Map.png 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Sri_Lanka_Ethnic_Map.png


Viraj Mendis arrives in Britain in 
1973, aged 17.  

He becomes politically active, 
joining the Revolutionary 
Communist Group. He supports 
the Tamils who are fighting for 
their own state. 

1984 - Conservative government 
orders him to leave. 

Viraj and his lawyers argue it 
would be unsafe if he returned 
because of his views. 
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views. 

December 1986 - Viraj seeks 
sanctuary in the Church of 
the Ascension, in Hulme, 
Manchester. 

A large campaign is 
organised to support Viraj, 
with many people from 
different religious and 
political groups involved.  

People stay in the church 
with him, and organise 
weekly protests. 

January 1989 - 100 police 
raid the church. Viraj is 
deported. 
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