Name: John Lees
Occupation:
Master Manufacturer
Home: Crompton
Date: 23nd March 1820
Source: Trial of Henry Hunt 133-134
Summary: Went to SPF, but not in a procession. Saw the speech from the Windmill public house. Saw no resistance from the crowd. ‘I did not hear anyone say anything to encourage resisting them.’
Done by: RH
John Lees lives at Crompton, and is a master-manufacturer there. Was at Manchester on the 16th of August, but did not go in procession. Passed a body of men on the road; there was also women amongst them. They seemed young girls. Did not observe any sticks or bludgeons with the men. He went directly to the field; on his way he did not see any one insulted. He stood in the front window of the Windmill public-house, which is almost at the back of the hustings. He soon afterwards left this, and approached near the hustings, at the side the cavalry came from. Could hear Mr. Hunt address the people. Saw the cavalry arrive. Saw them come from Mr. Buxton's. They passed directly by him. He had, stood in the line, but was obliged to leave it. 
By the Court. —Did you see any resistance? 
Witness. —None whatever. 
Did you see any stones thrown? —I never did. 
Did see any sticks held up in defiance? —Not me. 

Cross-examined- He felt alarm; all was quiet until the cavalry arrived. 
Had you your eye on Mr. Buxton's, before the cavalry came? —I had. I knew they were coming, and I kept looking that way. If any stones were thrown, I should have seen them. I had no notice for what purpose they were coming, I did not hear anyone say anything to en​courage resisting them. I saw the line of special constables. I was near them. I know Nadin now. He was pointed out to me that day. He was walking up and down near the hustings. I stood about thirty yards off. I did not hear any one call out, I have got a warrant, or anything of that sort. 
Was there any notice given of the object of the cavalry? 
Mr. Scarlett objected: after a great deal of conversation, however, the Court permitted the question. 
Witness said there was not 
Justice Bayley said he should tell the jury that there was nothing in evidence to say that the assistance of the military was required. 
Witness. —Nadin gave no notice. 
Mr. Hunt—As soon as the cavalry passed you, did the people throw stones at them? 
Witness. —No, they fled. I was amongst them, and I ran away too, I saw no stones thrown. I never observed any of the people throw their sticks up in the air, as they were running away. I was obliged to climb over a gate in endeavouring to escape. 
